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A Modern Day Witch Hunt
Alex Rodriguez is one of the bonafide superstars who made baseball famous not only in the United States but also globally. He made his major debut in baseball with the Seattle Mariners when he was 18 years old. Rodriguez sailed through the Seattle Mariners system, and five years later, he signed a lucrative deal with Texas Rangers. His 252 million US dollars deal with the Texas Rangers was worth the cost because he bagged the Most Valuable Player (MVP) award in 2003 with this club (Fagenson 3). Despite having a successful baseball career with Texas Rangers, the club sold him to New York Yankees. In his immediate club, Rodriguez had a successful career because he won the MVP award twice. It is no doubt that Alex Rodriguez is one of the all-time superstars of baseball. However, his career did not end as he had planned since he faced accusations of doping and specifically using drugs to boost his performance. It is such allegations that made Rodriguez to be suspended for 211 games (Fagenson 4). While Rodriguez believes that the suspension that saw him terminate his baseball career was a witch hunt, his opponents argue that his actions were worth the suspension. 
Rodriguez believes that his doping suspension, which was the longest in the history of baseball, was a witch hunt to compel him out of the sport. Arguably, the doping claims against Rodriguez were linked to Biogenesis, an American clinic owned by Antony Bosch that is said to have supplied him with drugs to enhance his performance. Arguably, Rodriguez states that the Major League Baseball (MLB) association bought Biogenesis clinic so that this organization can level doping accusations against him and ultimately force him out of the sport. Specifically, the lawyers representing Rodriguez hints that MLB paid Antony Bosch, the proprietor of Biogenesis clinic, monthly installmentstotaling 5 million US dollars as part of the buyout of this company (Lengel 6). As part of the buyout deal, MLB also promised Bosch adequate security, indemnification of any civil liability incurred in the case, and coverage of all legal bills.  As part of the penalty, MLB suspended Rodriguez for 211 games (Lengel 5). However, Rodriguez believes that this is a pure witch hunt because this has gone into the history of baseball as the longest suspension. Previous baseball players accused of the Biogenesis scandal were approximately suspended for 50 games. The case of Rodriguez is just an accusation, and therefore he does not see any sense of being suspended for such games for a case that has not been legally justified.  
In addition, Rodriguez states that MLB, through its officials, is using tortious conduct to marshal evidence against him. The legal team representing Rodriguez argues that one of the investigators working on behalf of MLB gave out 150 000 US dollars cash money to get records about Rodriguez that had been apparently stolen (Potts 34). Part of this money was given out in a bag inside a hotel in Fort Lauderdale. The lawsuit filed by Rodriguez, through his lawyers, also reveals that MLB investigators applied intimidation and bullied some individuals who had defied cooperating with them in their witch hunt process. Rodriguez believes that MLB is using a witch hunt to tortuously interfere with his current contracts and long-term business relationships. Rodriguez, through his legal team, also states that Allan Selig, the commissioner of MLB, together with other officials, have been practicing tortious conduct with the primary goal of gathering evidence that they could use to ruin the reputation, as well as career, of Rodriguez. Rodriguez is one of the most successful baseball players of all-time, and therefore he believes that MLB is up to ruin his reputation. Rodriguez is also convinced that this case is a witch hunt against him because, in the lawsuit, the defendant is Allan Bud Selig rather than Yankees, despite this club owing Rodriguez around 86 million US dollars (Potts 34). 
Besides, Rodriguez argues that the motive of Selig, the MLB commissioner, to tarnish the legacy of Rodriguez has forced the commissioner to pick out the superstar in his fight against drugs used to boost performance. Rodriguez reports that Selig and his employer, MLB, have used unnecessary powers not accorded to them under the collective agreement so as to approve Selig's previous accusations of the use of drugs to boost performance leveled against Rodriguez (Sinn 3). Selig is also determined to protect his legacy as one of the American saviors, and therefore, he thinks that approving accusations of substance use to enhance performance against Rodriguez is one of the strategies to achieve this.   
However, the opponents of the claims against the witch hunt believe that Rodriguez deserves the consequences due to his actions. Notably, Rodriguez himself agreed to use drugs that boost performance in an interview with government officials probing anti-doping clinic in Florida. When speaking to government investigation authorities, Rodriguez admitted that he used to buy and use creams and syringes filled with hormone from the Biogenesis clinic. Rodriguez also reveals meeting with Antony Bosch, the owner of the clinic, first in 2010 as he struggled to lose weight and recover from a knee injury(Weaver 4). Bosch directed Rodriguez to inject hormones for human growth to aid in sleep, growth of hair, and the recovery of muscles. Rodriguez also revealed that he used different testosterone products, such as lozenges.
Moreover, Rodriguez was linked with Antony Bosch, the owner of the Biogenesis clinic that has previously been accused of supplying drugs to enhance performance.  MLB revealed that Rodriguez met Bosch, an unlicensed physician, for the first time through his cousin, Yuri Sucart. Yuri was the one who sued to deliver the drugs to Rodriguez. Yuri later revealed that Sucart used PEDs, such as cream and testosterone. Rodriguez also met with Bosch, who drew his blood to aid him in creating various regimens to enhance his performance. Some of these regimens include AM supplements, melatonin, testosterone cream, and glucosamine. Rodriguez and Bosch also used to communicate through BlackBerry Messenger. Contact information from the investigation report prepared by MLB revealed that they spoke more than 53 times over the telephone and sent more than 556 text messages. MLB also revealed that during the American League Championships in 2012, Rodriguez requested Bosch to visit Detroit, the host for the championships, because the hormones for human growth and the peptides that he had previously prescribed were of little importance (Weaver 5). Based on its findings, MLB was convinced that Rodriguez had broken the Joint Drug Agreement (JDA) by being in possession of or using substances meant for improving performance, such as testosterone. One of the JDA clauses provides that a first-time offender must be sentenced for at least 50 games. Therefore, the sentencing of Rodriguez by 211 games was in line with the JDA agreement. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although there are people who believe that Alex Rodriguez is not a victim of a witch hunt, he actually is because he was suspended based on allegations and without a fair hearing. The suspension of Rodriguez was a historical one, and it was meant to ruin the reputation that he had gained over a successful career in baseball. MLB Commissioner Allan Selig also wanted to leave a legacy for the Americans, especially pertaining to the issue of the use of drugs that boots performance among baseball players and therefore, he had to level allegations to Rodriguez to accomplish his mission. These allegations were also a result of personal beef between Rodriguez and Selig. As per the US constitution, every person is innocent until proven guilty, and therefore, Rodriguez was suspended before he was proven guilty, proving that his case was a witch hunt.        
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